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"You may already have some awareness of who we are at PORTICO,
how we function, and you may have even been part of our church family
for quite some time. In fact, people in this day and age are “members” of

a church long before they are official members of a church.

Church Membership is important for a lot of reasons, helping us function as
an organization and a registered charity. But is this module we’re not really
going to focus on those reasons. Those are the ways that help us govern
lawfully, legally and efficiently. However in this module we will learn the
spiritual and Biblical reasons that committing to membership is critical. In
this module, we'll discuss how attending and participating in the church, and

officially committing to a church family is so important in your journey of

faich."
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@ EVERY FAMILY MEMBER SHARES
RESPONSIBILITY

EACH FAMILY MEMBER HAS
A UNIQUE ROLE TO PLAY







Churches in our society are mostly known by addresses, buildings,
denominations, or styles. You can Google a church, get an address and

show up. But these institutions actually detract from the essence of what
it means to be a church.

Belonging to a church means intentionally choosing to be part of a
family, demonstrating love and belonging to each other.

If the church was an institution, then membership would be about
signing up, and paying dues. But the best Biblical metaphor for Church
is a family. All believers worldwide are part of this family. And since this
is a family, not an institution, the key piece of membership is care.

We participate in membership at a local church so we can trust each
other, to care for each other. Paul’s teaching that we belong to each
other means we have a specific responsibility to that family.

If church was about showing up when and how you please, whenever
someone is going through a hard season, you may not be someone they
can count on. But family is designed to be there for each other in each
and every season. Even to the point of personal sacrifice.

The Church is not a building or an address.




GALATIANS 6:2 (NLT)




Every individual who participates in PORTICO's ministries should

experience this kind of love and care from the other members. So when
one member hurts, others hurt along with them.

This means we intentionally get to know other people, learn about their
lives and journey through the different seasons of life with them,
celebrate graduations and new jobs, and mourn the loss of family
members together.

In a larger church like PORTICO with different service times, locations
and online options, you will never be able to know everyone, even at
your campus. But you can know some of the congregation.

Making a membership commitment means choosing to be part of this

family.

PORTICO's core value of CONNECT
is all about connecting with Christ, and His family.
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In what ways would you need to adjust your faith practices, so that you are
participating in a family, more than just belonging to an institution?

How are you sharing someone else's burdens?
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The range of people who are part of PORTICO is too large to measure.
We have people who have been following Jesus for decades, and new
families attending every Sunday.

Each person, and each perspective is welcomed and honoured to be part
of our time of worship together. It doesn’t mean that we will agree with

every perspective represented by the people in the room, but they
welcome to be part of the PORTICO family.

Galatians 3:28 is a fantastic teaching by Paul about the people included
in their gatherings in the early church.

“There is no longer Jew or Gentile."
g

There is a fundamental difference in how the Jews and early Christians
understood and practiced the worship of God. In the modern day
church we have traditionalists who love hymns, and some attendees who
love lights and smoke, while others who prefer quiet meditation.

In Paul's day, the Jews were traditionalists, while the Gentiles were
worldly but curious. There were slaves and free men, and the power,
money, and difference in lives between these two groups was
maintained by society. There was an extreme imbalance between the
rights of men and women, and a huge separation in class and education.
Paul recognized that this was not how the Church was supposed to act.

For you are all one in Christ Jesus.






When we commit to being in the church family, we commit to
including people who think, act, and operate difterently than we do.
And still love them as family members.

Anyone, who is willing to submit themselves to the teachings of
Scripture, and uphold the statement of faith and community values is
welcome, included and an equal member at PORTICO.

There are many who are on a journey of faith, and who struggle to fully
align with what the Bible teaches about how we handle our money
(tithes/offering), relationships (sexuality), and time (Sabbath).

Anyone in their faith journey is welcome to become a church member,
remembering that membership is a free and intentional choice to live
one’s life according to Biblical principles.

In our inclusive community at PORTICO, we practice submission. We
all submit to Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives and His teaching. We
agree to uphold Biblical truths.

Our church is part of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada (PAOC),
and PORTICO is governed by an Elder Board. The Senior Pastor
submits to the Elders on the governance of church policies, while the
Elders submit to the Senior Pastor on matters relating to ministry.

The church family submits to the leadership of the church.
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What habit or mindset do you have that is a potential threat to the inclusive
nature of PORTICO?

Are there any questions you need answered before you are able to submit to
PORTICO leadership, the PAOC, or Jesus Christ as Lord?




All the believers devoted the
S i””'hing, and to fellowship, and to

__including the Lord’s Supper), and
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. HEBREWS 13:
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Being part of this family is less about what you get, and more about
what is expected of you. It’s opposite to our culture’s understanding of
membership. Membership typically means rewards, free things, and
benefits. However, being a member at PORTICO means you will give
more than you tangibly get.

In the end, we do receive a wonderful life from this commitment, but
the motive should be in giving, not receiving.

In our day and age there are lots of ways to participate at church. What's
“normal” in our culture is that people will attend a church service once
or twice 2 month.

In Acts, we learn that they daily met at the temple, and their devotion
was to the corporate meetings in homes for teaching.

As a church member, the Bible teaches us that we are to commit to
regular participation in gatherings and groups.

&

Christ's teaching is counter-cultural:

The last are first, and to gain life
you will need to give it away.




So, his master said, ‘Go out into the
country lanes and behind the hedges .

V and urge amyone )/Q(ind to come, -
so that the house will be full.

ATOH

LUKE 14:23 (NLT)




In our day and age there are lots of ways to participate at church. What's
"normal" in our culture is that people will attend a church service once
or twice a month. In contrast, in the book of Acts we learn that the
Early Church met daily at the temple, and their devotion was to the
corporate meetings in homes.

We’re often guilty of letting culture set our rhythms for life. Members
of His body are called to a higher standard.

As believers, we should commit to becoming active participants in
building the kingdom of God, not just Sunday attendees. And since we
are part of the family of Christ, we are responsible to go and share the
truth we have about Jesus, helping find their way back to God.

In reality, this should be a natural overflow of who we are as Christians.
Once you've found freedom and joy in Jesus, your natural instinct will
be to share that joy with others.

Sharing is not just a physical thing, it’s a spiritual process, undergirded
by prayer.

Regularly commit to praying for your church family,
and for those who would join the family of believers.






So while we’re talking about shared responsibility, we’ve talked about
our time, energy and focus cost. There is definitely a physical cost as
well.

As church members, we all share the costs of running a church.

The Bible is very clear about our responsibility to sacrificially give to
God’s work and Kingdom.

The right thing, done with the wrong attitude, is not the right thing to
do. Jesus reprimanded the Pharisees who practiced tithing, giving ten
percent of what they earned, or produced. But they were legalistic about
it.

We believe that a tithe is the baseline of generosity. When God was
establishing Israel, 10% was what He portioned off as giving.

As members, we share the responsibility of giving, knowing that tithing
is Scriptural. Our attitude should not be to grudgingly give our money
to the Church. Tithing is a recognition that all we have belongs to God,
and that we are simply the stewards.

At PORTICO, one of our core values is GROW -
that together we are regularly growing
and becoming more like Jesus.
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What would have to change in your faith life and practices, if you were to
commit to being a member of PORTICO?

Do you reguarly give your time, or resources to a church family?
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them well to serve one anothe

o 1 PETER 4:10 (NLT)
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Each of us should actively be serving in the way God has gifted us, with
our church family and in the world.

Committing to being part of a church family requires an active role
from you as a member, to connect with a team that is facilitating

ministry in our church.

Don’t wait to be asked, initiate the process of serving.
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God entrusted you with His Spirit, to serve His family.
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What specific gifting do you have to help others?

Am you ready to commit the kind of time and energy required to be an
active member in PORTICO’s community?
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Complete the Membership Course in the PORTICO Learning Hub,
and submit an application at the end, to become an official
member at PORTICO Community Church.

PORTICO.CC/MEMBERSHIP



https://porticocanada.lpages.co/membership/

You must each decide in your

heart how much to give. And
don’t give reluctantly or in
response to pressure. “For
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cheerfully.”

2 CORINTHIANS 9:7 (NLT)

To the church... we
always thank God for

you and pray for you

constantly.

2 CORINTHIANS 9:7 (NLT)

.0 How you must show
sincere love to each other
as brothers and sisters.
Love each other deeply
with all your heart.

1 PETER 1:22 (NLT)

Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress

others. Be humble, thinking of others

as better than yourselves. Don’t look

out only for your own interests, but
take an interest in others, too...
Instead, he gave up his divine
privileges; he took the humble

position of a slave

PHILIPPIANS 2: 3-4,7 (NLT)

Instead, we will speak the truth in love,

growing n every way more and more

like Christ, who is the head of his body,

the church. He makes the whole bodyfit

together perfectly. As each part does its
own special work, it helps the other
parts grow, so that the whole body is
healthy and growing and full of love.

EPHESIANS 4:15-16 (NLT)
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