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"As Christians, we believe that the Bible is a divine revelation
of God's story - His-story of creation, who we are, and how
we can relate to Him and the world.

In this module you will learn how the Bible is divided into
different types of books, so we can get to know God better.
There are historical books, and books about wisdom and
prophecy, and of course, the Gospels and letters that teach us
how to live.

I hope that by the end of this module you will have a better
understanding of the Bible, and why it's so important to
interpret Scripture correctly."

Rick Carrol



WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT KINDS
OF BIBLICAL WRITING?
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WHAT IS THE PROPER WAY
TO INTERPRET THE BIBLE?
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Key Topics
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WHY IS PROPHECY SIGNIFICANT
TO UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE?
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The very essence of your
words is truth; all your

just regulations will stand
forever.

P S A L M S  1 1 9 : 1 6 0  ( N L T )

https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/119/Psalm-119-160.html
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What Are The Different Kinds Of Biblical Writing?
01

HISTORICAL BOOKS of the Old Testament

PENTATEUCH (Books of Law)

The 66 books of the Bible are arranged by categories, roughly in
chronological order of historical events, rather than the date when they were
written.
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PROPHECY BOOKS of the Old Testament

GOSPELS

WISDOM BOOKS
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TEACHING LETTERS

PROPHECY BOOK of the New Testament

HISTORICAL BOOK of the New Testament



How have you made mistakes in the past interpreting Bible passages a wrong
way because you read them in the wrong literary style? 
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Reflection #1



And the people of Berea were more
open-minded than those in

Thessalonica, and they listened
eagerly to Paul's message. They
searched the Scriptures day after
day to see if Paul and Silas were

teaching the truth. 

A C T S  1 7 : 1 1  ( N L T )

https://www.bibleref.com/Proverbs/3/Proverbs-3-5.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Proverbs/3/Proverbs-3-5.html


It's the science and art of interpreting the Bible in which we seek to
understand the message of the Scripture.

It provides us with a strategy that will enable us to understand what
the author intended to communicate. 

What is Hermeneutics?

What Is The Proper Way To Interpret The Bible?
02

09

We could misinterpret a text differently based on our personal,
cultural, and theological backgrounds or biases.

We tend to jump quickly to conclusions.

We may be spiritually blind, or have blind spots.

We understand a part, without fully understanding the context.

We tend to read our ideas into the Bible.

Why do we need it?
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There are three major methods of interpretation used today:

Literal Approach

The literal meaning is held to correspond to the intention of the
authors. This type of hermeneutics is often, but not necessarily,
associated with belief in the verbal inspiration of the Bible,
according to which the individual words of the divine message
were divinely chosen.

Moral Interpretation

Seeks to establish exegetical principles by which ethical lessons
may be drawn from the various parts of the Bible. Struggle to
apply it to books like Leviticus can seek what vices might be
associated with unclean animals that are forbidden. 

Allegorical Interpretation

All things have a second reference point beyond themselves. For
example, the Ark might be a form of church for us.

1.

2.

3.

The most important questions to ask when interpreting Scripture:

What did the original writer mean to communicate?
What did it mean for the people who first heard it?
How does this tie into the rest of Scripture? 



What is one thought you've never had when trying to interpret different
parts of the Bible?
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Reflection #2



Above all, you must understand
that no prophecy of Scripture
came about by the prophet's
own interpretation of things.
For prophecy never had its

origin in the human will, but
prophets, though human, spoke
from God as they were carried

along by the Holy Spirit.

2  P E T E R  1 : 2 0 - 2 1  ( N L T )



27% of the Bible is prophecy and therefore must be handled properly.

Reading prophecy requires:

Why Is Prophecy Significant To Understanding The Bible?
03
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Faith to trust that it was inspired by God

An understanding of the original meaning for the people who
originally heard it - FORETELLING

An understanding of the future meaning, tied into God’s plan -
FORTHTELLING

The devoted religious Jews in the New Testament were interpreting
portions of the Bible literally (that God will restore Israel to greatness) and
other portions of the Bible figuratively, that are actually "forthtelling".

For example, the prophet Isaiah speaks of a "man of sorrows" who was
"despised and rejected...pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our
sins...beaten so we could be whole...whipped so we could be
healed...oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was
led like a lamb to the slaughter...unjustly condemned...his life was cut
short...he was buried like a criminal...put in a rich man's grave."
(Isaiah 53:3-9)

The  Jewish leaders did not understand how Jesus fulfilled Isaiah's
prophecy.



What challenges have you encountered when reading and understanding the
prophecy books? 
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Reflection #3
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PORTICO.CC/DAILYDEVO

Bible Reading Plan

At PORTICO we believe that it's necessary to read your Bible daily to 
grow in your spiritual journey of faith. That's why we've designed a 

Bible Reading Plan with Scripture verses for each day,
to help you learn more about God.



Trust in the LORD
with all your heart; do

not depend on your
own understanding.

P R O V E R B S  3 : 5  ( N L T )

But people who aren't spiritual
can't receive these truths from

God's Spirit. It all sounds foolish
to them and they can't understand
it, for only those who are spiritual

can understand what
the Spirit means. 

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  2 : 1 3  ( N L T )

When we tell you these things,
we do not use words that come

from human wisdom. Instead, we
speak words given to us by the

Spirit, using the Spirit's words to
explain spiritual truths. 

1  C O R I N T H I A N S  2 : 1 4  ( N L T )

Work hard so you can present
yourself to God and receive his

approval. Be a good worker,
one who does not need to be
ashamed and who correctly
explains the word of truth.

2  T I M O T H Y 2 : 1 5  ( N L T )

Your word is a lamp
to guide my feet and
a light for my path.

P S A L M S  1 1 9 : 1 0 5  ( N L T )

https://www.bibleref.com/Proverbs/3/Proverbs-3-5.html
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/2/1-Corinthians-2-14.html
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/2/1-Corinthians-2-14.html
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/2/1-Corinthians-2-14.html
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/2/1-Corinthians-2-13.html
https://www.bibleref.com/1-Corinthians/2/1-Corinthians-2-13.html
https://www.bibleref.com/2-Timothy/2/2-Timothy-2-15.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Psalms/119/Psalm-119-105.html
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